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BLACK LIVES MATTER
IN AFRICA TOO
Tshepang Catherine Pitsi

The recent brutal murder of George Floyd,
an African American in the United States
of America by a police officer sparked a
debate about racism against black people around the world. This gruesome act of
police brutality blew the cap off racial tensions that existed as well as institutionalised
racial profiling by law enforcement officials
in the United States.

held in Berlin, set the wheels in motion
for the legitimisation of the partition and
scramble for Africa by European countries.
Imperialism had worked its way into every
aspect of life in Africa. African people’s
social norms, political organisation and cultural way of life were all disrupted.
Africa was categorically classed as being
backwards and home to a barbaric inferior race. This is the racial outlook through
which the narrative of white supremacy
and black inferiority became the foundation for institutional racism. This racial distinction and class hierarchy indoctrinated
the black man into accepting a status of
being second class citizen with no form of
freedom or civil rights. No other people on
earth had been systematically trained to
hate themselves like black man. African
culture has been white washed to the point
of almost no existence. European colonies
built schools that would teach western culture and religion.

In order to understand the context of
the development and relevance of the
black lives matter movement in Africa, we
need to explore certain key events in the
continents history. These will enable us to
unpack and understand why a continent
which is so rich in minerals and natural
resources finds itself within the clenches of
abject poverty. The starting point for this
crucial debate would be an evaluation
of the role played by imperialism from the
1870’s to the 1900’s, the channelling of
African wealth to its former colonizers and
how ongoing conflict further worsens the
condition and standard of life for Africans.

Cornell West in race matters refers to Nihilism as “the lived experiences of coping
with a life of horrifying meaningless, hopelessness and lovelessness”. This resonates
with much of what is happening and what

Imperialism is defined as a policy of extending a country’s influence and power
through colonisation, use of military force
and other means. In 1884 a conference
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has happened previously to black people
in Africa. The black nation was subjected
to the most brutal and inhumane treatment
in the form of slavery and the slave trade
which became the norm in many countries
that were colonised in Africa. The history
of colonisation and the looting of African
resources for industrial production in Europe, was built on the blood and sweat of
black people. The extraction of rubber in
the Congo saw many black people lose
their lives and others who did not meet
their daily targets for rubber either killed
or their hands chopped off. Rubber was a
highly valued commodity at the time and
the Congo was wealthy in this respect. In
the Congo the mass
killings and blatant
act of cruelty lead
to the population
decreasing to half
its size. This asserts
the stance of the
unequal distribution
of power between
those who own the
means of production
and those who offer
up their labour for a
wage.

their country’s natural resources.
The conflicts going on in Africa have led
to many human rights violations. Armed
groups in Somalia, Mali, Nigeria and elsewhere launched indiscriminate attacks on
civilians, including killings and mass abductions which in turn leads to displacements
in large numbers. Those who are tasked
with protecting civilians (state security
forces) from harm often respond to such
violations by unleashing the same kinds of
human rights violation and torture and enforced disappearances.
The leadership of many African countries
rule\govern by proxy,
in that their sole mandate is to ensure that
the interests of the
elite are looked after
at the expense of the
mass majority who
live in abject poverty.
The current infrastructure is crumbling as
tenders are awarded to those who are
close to politicians.
The public health
care systems are in
shambles. Service de-

Currently there are 15
African countries that are involved in war,
or experiencing post war conflict and tension. At the helm of these wars are the rich
natural resources that these poor countries
hold, for example oil, timber, diamonds
and gold and the presence of foreign
extraction companies and their corrupt
dealings with the governments of these
countries. The wars in Africa, are to a greater extent blamed on tribal conflicts, but the
real truth of the matter is that this is simply
a tactic to divert attention from the fact
that these wars are created and sustained
for the main purpose of robbing people of

livery protests have become the only way
in which people can have their concerns
addressed.
In recent years we are seeing an increase
in a few black people moving up the corporate ladder and piercing through the
glass ceiling which acts as a barrier to the
upward mobility of black people. However
this doesn’t necessarily mean that it has
been smashed entirely. Most of the debates around black lives matter become
diluted with some people arguing that all
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lives matter. The reason for the relevance
in black lives matter is due to the fact that
perpetrators for crimes against black people only get away with a slap on the wrist.
The argument that all lives matter seeks to
divert attention from the fact that black
people are still very much marginalised
and poverty stricken. South Africa’s Truth
and Reconciliation Commission is an illustration of the former, where we saw leaders
coming together to advocate for reconciliation instead of retribution for the crimes
committed against black people under the
system of apartheid. We also saw how King
Leopold’s bloodshed in Africa went unpunished.

If we are to truly deal with race matters
we need to be aware of all factors that
contribute to the perpetuation of racial
supremacy and domination. Africa needs
to be left alone to deal with African problems the African way, without interference
from external powers. Affirmative action
cannot continue to be enforced in countries where the majority of the population
is made up of black people. Africa should
work towards developing industries that
extract and convert raw materials into final
products. The late Thomas Sankara stressed
the idea that Africa can be self reliant and
that dependence on foreign aid instils the
beggar mentality.

Recently racism has taken a more covert
approach in that it is more subtle than public. Makhaya Ntini also blew the lid on the
racism he experienced as a black cricket
player in South Africa and rallied behind
the black lives matter movement.
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FEMICIDE:

A SOUTH AFRICAN NIGHTMARE?
Shaun Mphahlele

The global coronavirus outbreak has
forced South Africans to revisit some of the
most important social ills we have been
facing as a country. These are inclusive of,
but not limited to, the senseless killings of
black people which resulted in the global
#BlackLivesMatter protest. We have also
witnessed a spate of violence and murder
that is directed at female bodies in South
Africa. These brutal killings and violent
behavior towards women can be traced
throughout South Africa’s violent history.
But what stands out is the fact that South
Africa is amongst the few countries that
top the global statistics with regards to femicide.

every four hours in South Africa.
The term femicide is used in regard to “ the
murder of women or girls for gender-based
reasons”. When a woman is killed, she is
most likely to be murdered by an intimate
power. Seedat, van Niekerk, Jewkes, Sufta,
and Ratele in Violence and Injuries in South
Africa: Prioritizing an Agenda for Prevention, observed that a distinct feature of
violence
in South Africa is its gendered nature, with
males disproportionately affected both as
perpetrators as well as victims of violence.
South Africa has one of the world’s highest
homicide rates with 20 000 people murdered every year and stats prove that the
government is struggling to curb crime.
57% of gender-based murders are done by
intimate partners thus making South Africa’s femicide rate five times more than the
global rate. Accordingly, one can assume,
based on the femicide statistics that women, in South Africa, are endangered as a
demographic. Gender-based violence
cannot be attributed to a single factor
however, but an interplay of individual,
community, economic, cultural and religious factors interacting at different levels
of society.

Many a time, when we discuss the scourge
of femicide in South Africa there are other discourses that seem to arise from this
social ill. What surfaces is the question of
whether we are dealing with femicide,
gender based-violence, intimate partner
violence or openly just homicide. Whatever arguments that may arise from this discourse, do not entirely attempt to find interventions to the social ill that is femicide. It
remains just as a public discourse that seeks
to erase the fact that females are the target of the violence, and more often, sadly,
this violence is administered by males. So
for as long as the argument continues, stats
continue to project that a woman is killed

With all the statistics drawn together and
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pointing in one direction, it is perhaps
safe to conclude
that we are facing a
nightmare. If we are
still caught wanting,
perhaps it would be
worth our time to
look at the recent
emergence and rise
of cases relating to
the killing of women during a global
pandemic. Though
we might not, at this
stage, be able to
access all the statistics that relate to the
killing of females since
the inception of the
lockdown, there is still
evidence to suggest
that indeed we are
dealing with a pandemic within a pan-

killing of women, as
we have seen in the
Total Shut Down in
2019 and the National call for demonstration against GBV in
all major cities of the
country a month or
two ago. In previous
years we have seen
some of the most
cruel incidents that
broke South Africans’
hearts. Such include
the brutal murder
and violation of the
body of Uyinene
Mretywana, Karabo
Mokoena and that
of Jesse Hess. There
has also been a
disturbing trend, of
late, where pregnant
women are killed in
horrific manners and

demic. Of course, there are many causal
factors of and that relates to the femicide.
Amongst many, lies the fact that the lockdown caused quite a few layoffs, forcing
many to be locked in with their abusers on
a 24hour basis. This subjects them to continuous abuse and maltreatment until such
time that they are either found dead or
industries open up and ease the burden of
having to negotiate through violence on a
daily basis.

in some cases, women are killed along with
their children.
These cases are pure proof of the fact
that women are not safe in South Africa
and that the country is on a continuous
downward spiral. The lack of justice in such
cases also leaves much to be desired and
sends a message that crime is not punishable in South Africa, let alone the murder
of women. South Africans are indeed living
in nightmarish conditions and femicide is
indeed South Africa’s nightmare, the sooner we respond to it the better. Otherwise
we will find ourselves entrapped in the web
of this social ill that is femicide for years to
come.

But of course these recent spats are not
stand alone events. There is a consistent
timeline that these events can be traced
through. What has been consistent also is
the fact that year in year out, civil society
mobilizes itself to speak out against the

8

ATTACKS ON CHRISTIANS
IN AFRICA
Lesiba Bapela

There is a disturbing trend regarding persecution of Christians in Africa, and the continent is seeing an increasing in the number of violent attacks. In West Africa, East
Africa, Central Africa, North Africa and a
few cases in Southern Africa, the Christian
community is feeling the weight of living
in consistent fear of attacks from different
sources. Be that as it may, the Christian
faith rises against all odds.

young girls, rape and assault of old ladies
and killing innocent men. Boko Haram is
not defeated and is still a very powerful
source, using both armed assault and suicide bombers targeting Christians. Whilst
their presence is certainly known in Nigeria, the group that was founded in 2002
has also expanded into neighbouring
countries. They have conducted terrorist
attacks in Niger, Chad and Cameroon,
which have resulted in dramatic refugee
and humanitarian crises. They are even
regarded as “slave raiders” who target
women in raids for “wives” in the areas
around Lake Chad, which borders Chad,
Niger, Cameroon and Nigeria. Furthermore, in places like Mauritania where
Sharia law is implemented, the state is
the fundamental driver. Here, citizenship
is constrained to Muslims, and changing
over from Islam is deserving of death.
Anti-blasphemy laws are enforced and
dominant. West Africa records the highest
number of attacks on Christians in Africa.

In West Africa, each day fresh reports surface, bringing news of attacks by Islamic
extremist groups and how governments are
becoming increasingly hostile toward believers. Dictators and authoritarian regimes
treat Jesus like competition, trying to stamp
out those with an allegiance to anyone besides the government. Christians are being
threatened by their families, cast out by
their communities and killed by their leaders. In Burkina Faso, there has been a noted rise in attacks targeting Christians, as a
result, Christians are in hiding, and schools
and churches are closed with thousands of
believers fleeing to the south.

In the Eastern part of Africa, al-Shabaab,
a known terrorist group is attacking Christians, and dictatorships continue to make
moves to intentionally destroy religious
freedom. In Eritrea, which is the Horn of
Africa, the dictatorship targets Christians
for imprisonment and detention. According to one religious liberty report, Eritrean

In some parts of Nigeria, Fulani activist
herders present what some have called a
significantly more noteworthy danger than
the Islamic radical gathering Boko Haram. Islamic extremists continuously target
Christian communities with abductions of

9

President Isaias Afewerki was said to “fear
Christian evangelism because it could
destabilize and disunify the country.” In
East African countries with tribal societies,
like Somalia and Ethiopia, abuse against
Christians originates from relatives and the
community.
The majority of Somalis are Muslims, and
minority religions are heavily persecuted
since the Christian community is tiny and
under constant threat of attack. As a result,
there is a patchwork of competing clans,
containing factions and religious groups
that pursue a strong Islamic identity against
a background of a strong tribal identity.
Sharia law and Islam are cherished in the
nation’s constitution, and Christian mistreatment quite often includes violence. Moreover, in most villages, al-Shabab are true
rulers advocating for Sharia law as the basis
for regulating all aspects of life in Somalia.
In Ethiopia, churches are increasingly targeted. There is a recorded string of attacks
on churches that injured Christians. A mob
carrying sticks, stones and fuel moved from
church to church in the Southern Ethiopia
town of Alaba, destroying buildings and
belongings. Witnesses to the attacks said
they could hear the crowd shouting things
like, “Alahu Akubar (“Alah is greater”) and
“Alaba belongs to Islam.” In Kenya, alShabaab recently claimed responsibility for
the Jan. 17, 2019 attack in Nairobi, in which
men armed with guns and explosives, killed
at least 21 people in an attack that lasted hours on end. These and other attacks
seem to be a new tactic to instil fear in the
Christian community and get them to flee
en masse. Clearly in the Eastern Part of Africa there is no freedom of religion.

expanding their capacity and using it to
violently oppress Christians. In Rwanda, the
country has closed thousands of churches and has arrested some pastors citing
noise pollution and failing to comply with
building regulations. In the Central African
Republic (CAR), the situation has worsened
for Christians who face intensifying pressure from Muslim extremists and are also
threatened by jihadists and criminal groups
whose actions often overlap. Christian civilians are still caught in the violent conflict
between the mainly Muslim Seleka militia,
that has divided into several factions and
self-defense militant groups called anti-Balaka. Both groups regularly attack churches
and believers’ homes. The attacks and targeting of Christians often result in the displacement of thousands of Christians who
have lost their homes and livelihood—often forced to live in internal displacement
camps.
In North Africa, Islamic oppression continues to pressure Christian converts. In Algeria, for instance, Islam is the state religion,
thus blasphemy laws, discrimination and
the closing of churches put believers at
risk. For believers in this part of the world,
nearly everyone around them is Muslim.
Christians with Muslim backgrounds often
face enormous pressure from immediate
and extended families to renounce their
faith and return to Islam. There are severe
restrictions on building or securing places
for worship, which often prevents Christians
from congregating. In addition to the hostility and violence faced by believers who
do gather, Christians, especially women,
face discrimination in their workplaces and
public spaces.
In recent years, Islamic extremist groups
have targeted Christians and churches

In Central Africa, terrorist organisations are
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Christians continue to suffer from severe
attacks from the media, religious intolerance and persecution. The trend noted
from different regions of Africa depicts a
clear picture that there is a certain religion
against the thriving of Christianity in Africa.
There must recognition of human rights and
the freedom to practice one’s own religion, and attacks against Christians should
not only be condemned but also acted
against.

both individually and in numerous violent
and deadly acts of persecution. In Egypt,
the Islamic State has publicly vowed to
wage war on Christians. In early November
2018, Islamic State militants attacked a bus
carrying Coptic Christians from a monastery in Minya, killing eight and injuring more
than 13 people. And churches are consistently targeting of both Islamic State and
Muslim extremists.
Southern Africa is not exempt from these
attacks as four monks who lived in the
North of Mozambique were forced to flee
across the border to Tanzania when their
monastery was attacked by Islamist insurgents. The attack took place in the village
of Auasse, district of Cabo Delgado, an
area that has seen repeated attacks over
the past two years. More than 50 people
were massacred in an attack in Xitaxi in
Muidumbe district after locals refused to be
recruited to its rank. Most were either shot
dead or beheaded.
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REIMAGINING AFRICAN LEADERSHIP:
A CLARION CALL TO
YOUNG AFRICAN LEADERS
Kefentse Mkhari

INTRODUCTION
Amid a global pandemic that has challenged the world in the most unimaginable
and devastating ways I find myself forced
by these horrendous circumstances to
reflect on African Leadership. This reflection
is necessitated by the state of affairs on the
African continent and the adverse socioeconomic impact the silent enemy called
Covid-19, notoriously known as the Coronavirus, is effecting on the continent and
the entire global village. The world at large
is seeking resilient and effective leadership
that is capable and competent enough
to deal with this invisible enemy that is
Covid-19. This disease has also brought to
the surface, the necessity for African leaders who have a global perspective but
are also aware of the unique situation and
distinct challenges that Africans find themselves facing. A decisive leadership that will
provide unique solutions to these distinct
challenges.
There is no given doubt, that this deadly
virus is a global health crisis that continues
to drastically challenge the global health
system, more particularly the global public
health system. This is true even in the most
developed countries such as the Peoples’
Republic of China – where it emerged
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towards the end of 2019 – and the United
States of America. Obviously, Africa, as a
developing continent is not spared, not
even a single bit. Moreover, this global pandemic poses even greater threats on the
global economy which are characterized
by massive job losses, companies forced
out of business, markets dipping and global trade being significantly disrupted. All
this comes as a result of the subsequent
lockdown regulations that were rightfully
imposed by many countries following the
recommendations by the World Heal Organization (WHO).
In summary, the impact that this global pandemic continues to effect on us,
has put our entire social engineering and
construct to the test – what we deem as
important, our economic imperatives, our
social relations, how we govern, how we
work and almost all that we accepted and
regarded as normal has been put to the
test quite extensively.
In this article however, I seek not to speak
about the Coronavirus, rather I seek to
take this opportunity to reflect on African
Leadership. More importantly, I implore us
as Africans, more particularly the African
youth, to reimagine and redefine what
African leadership means to us. We have
a duty to effectively respond to this global

threat and reposition ourselves accordingly
to take full advantage of the opportunities
it offers, as we conquer the severe challenges it poses.

and awareness.
This global pandemic has proven to us
in unequivocal and unambiguous terms
that indeed we need the kind of leadership that is described in the extract
above. Leadership that is capable and
competent with a global perspective
but does not lose sight of our uniqueness
and the distinct challenges we face,
and therefore the unique solutions we
must provide to those distinct challenges. Finally, leadership that is driven by
the philosophy and spirit of Ubuntu and
“Umoja”.

AFRICAN LEADERSHIP
In defining African Leadership, I will borrow
from a paper that was published in the
African Journal of Public Affairs (Volume
6) in 2013 titled: Perspectives on African
Leadership in the spirit of Ubuntu, written by
P. Pillay, M. Subban and V. Govender. In its
abstract it states that:“African leadership is about African solutions to local problems, and to re-conscientize and rejuvenate the hearts and
minds of people, regarding the richness of
collectiveness with an emphasis on Ubuntu
(humanness and moral regeneration) and
“Umoja” (togetherness).”

THE STATE OF LEADERSHIP IN
AFRICA

This prolific definition emphasizes three of
the four important principles that will be the
heart and breathe of my case:
1. African solutions to African problems;
2. Rekindling the spirit of Ubuntu,
3. The spirit of shared responsibility and
prosperity – collectivism; “Umoja”

Now, analyzing the state of most African
countries pre-Covid19 and during this global pandemic, I dare to err and say that we
lack the kind of leadership described above.
We are rather infested with old, worn out, incapable, incompetent and corrupt leaders
that lack foresight and progressive imagination.

The fourth principle is also defined in the
very same paper when it describes the kind
of African Leadership that is needed as
follows:
“Hence, the need for African leadership
that has the competence to comprehend
and respond to global threats, challenges
and opportunities, and the ability to counterbalance them against domestic challenges, needs and aspirations, is absolutely
crucial.”

These are individuals who continue to loot,
squander and embezzle state resources
meant to improve the lives of the African
masses. Most of them, due to greed and
their untamed power mongering propensities, continue to plunder their countries into
poverty, unemployment, disease, famine
and war.
A report titled Foresight Africa – Top priorities
for the continent 2020-2030 compiled and
published by the Brookings Institution’s Afri-

This is the principle of capable and competent leadership with a global perspective
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ca Growth Initiative, notes that the world’s
highest concentration of the poor is in
Sub-Saharan Africa. Over 41.3% of the people in this region live below the poverty line
as of 2015; and approximately 600 million
people do not have access to electricity.
Furthermore, millions more die every year
from preventable diseases.
These statistics were recorded 55 years after Ghana, the first country on the continent
to gain its independence from colonial rule
and the evil shackles of imperialism, was officially declared a Republic. One cannot
help but ask the question: ‘What has gone
wrong?’ The answer is simple and straight
forward – Africa is cursed with poor leadership!
At the dawn of Ghana’s independence
and that of many other African countries,
we were blessed with an incredible and
formidable caliber of leadership. The likes
of Kwame Nkrumah – the founding father
of the Republic of Ghana, Julius Nyerere
of Tanganyika, Samora Machel of Mozambique, Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia, Thomas Sankara of Burkina Faso, Amilcar Cabral
of Guinea Bissau, Patrice Lumumba of the
DRC of Congo and OR Tambo of South Africa, amongst others
These were freedom fighters and inspirational leaders who fought tooth and nail to
conquer and overthrow colonial rule. They
fought to suspend the imperialist exploitation that Africa suffered and was subjected
to for centuries and centuries of decades.
These inspirational, courageous and visionary leaders were truly committed, not only
to the liberation of their countries, but more
significantly, to the realization of a united,
independent and prosperous Africa – the
ultimate Pan-Africanist ideal.
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During this era, Africa must have been proud
of her brave and truly committed sons and
daughters who used whatever was at their
disposal to conquer her enemies and usher
in new hope in the masses of Africa. Little
did she (Africa) know that her rejoice and
jubilation will be short lived as these historic
victories were soon to be trumped, tarnished
and defiled by the successors of this crop of
leaders, in collaboration with her oppressors
and enemies.
Given the state of affairs on the continent,
she surely must be weeping and mourning in
shame and disgust at the betrayal and embarrassment that the current crop of leaders
continue to shamelessly subject her and her
people to! It is worth noting and emphasizing at this particular point, that as result of
the sacrifices and the war waged and conquered by the inspirational freedom fighters and leaders I have eluded to, African
Leadership is broad today. African Leadership includes and is not limited to politicians,
statesmen, public servants and administrators, business leaders and captains of industries and civil society.

REIMAGINING AND REDEFINING
AFRICAN LEADERSHIP
The emphasis above is imperative for us,
as African youth, to bear in mind, as we
reimagine and redefine African Leadership
so that we are far reaching and inclusive in
our analysis and prescription. The most imperative question at this point is: what is the
best imagination and definition of African
Leadership?
To answer this question, I will start where I
began and rehash those four principles I

and correcting at all material times.
6. Lastly, this leadership must be fairly
young and innovative because Africa is
a youthful continent that deserves to be
led and represented by young capable
Africans.

outlined which are:
1. African solutions to African problems;
2. rekindling the spirit of Ubuntu,
3. and the spirit of share responsibility and
prosperity – collectivism; “Umoja”
4. Capable and competent leadership
with a global perspective and awareness.

THE IMPORTANCE OF A STRONG
AFRICAN LEADERSHIP

I believe the best imagination and definition of African Leadership, is the kind of
leadership that I described above. This I
borrow from the Perspectives on African
leadership in the spirit of Ubuntu, which embodies and is driven by the four principles
and qualities above.

The African Leadership described above is
extremely important to develop and realize
if we are truly serious about repositioning
Africa as a star amongst the constellation
of continents, countries and nations. It is
through its leadership that Africa can reclaim her glory and worth. This obligation
falls more on us as young Africans and we
need to rise to the occasion and accomplish that mission without fail. For should
we fail to do so we will be judged harshly
by history along with those who continue
to shame and embarrass Africa, her sons
and daughters. So we dare not fail! African
Leadership as described in this article, is the
key to resolving the many persistent and
stubborn challenges facing this beautiful
continent of ours. It is only when this leadership is realized and rises to the occasion,
that Africa will rise to shine bright as a star
amongst the constellations!

Let me be more direct and vivid in describing this much needed African Leadership.
This leadership must:1. Value education and be intellectually
and technically capacitated to understand the unique challenges we are
facing as a continent and how to effectively and distinctly respond to them.
2. Be well informed about global affairs –
the rapid changes taking place globally
and how take full advantage of them
in order to effectively position Africa as
a significant and equal role player in
global affairs.
3. Be visionary and understand Africa’s
interests in global affairs and be wellequipped and capacitated to negotiate in securing these interests without
compromising much.
4. Understand the Pan-Africanist imperative for Africa to unite, be independent
and prosperous.
5. Have integrity that values transparency, honesty and values of good governance which include being self-critical
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GENDER BASED VIOLENCE
REMAINS AN EXCRUCIATING
PREDICAMENT IN SOUTH AFRICA
Ostern Tefo

to suffer violence at the hands of men.
The statistics show rising levels of femicide,
rape, assault and many forms of gender-based violence with men being the
culprits. GBV does not only put women
and children in a vulnerable position but
creates a dilemma for the entire society.
This is no longer about what men should
and should not do, it has become another
pandemic that the authorities and societies
have turned a blind eye to.
Over the last few months, it has become
common for South Africans to hear of the
murder and abuse of pregnant women,
elderly women, infants and children and
even women being found killed with their
children. There is also a steady rise in the
number of cases of missing women and
children who are later found dead. South
African women continue to live in fear, not
knowing what to anticipate and forever
wondering whether they or their children
are the next victims. Yet we say there is
freedom in South Africa.
Patriarchy is, amongst other reasons, a major cause of GBV. Gender inequality which
is propagated by patriarchy is one the
major detriments that trigger gender based

South Africa is over 25 years into democracy yet gender-based violence (GBV)
continues to thrive and women continue
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violence. A new case of GBV is filed in police stations across South Africa on a daily
basis. According to Bongani Shumba, GBV
is amongst other things, a combination of
violence amongst men and toxic masculinity. In essence, patriarchy subsequently
leads to gender inequality due to the fact
that it puts men in a dominant position in
society and supresses women. Women still
earn less than men for the same occupation, they are rarely considered for top
management positions and are still expected to be housewives. Women also have
minimal representation in politics and are
still viewed as not being fit enough to lead
the country, take Dr Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma for instance.

laws exist on paper, there is no execution
in reality as those with money are able
to evade justice and the justice system is
evidently flawed given the prevalence of
corruption and maladministration in the
law enforcement agency. Perpetrators
are either arrested and released on bail or
they get to serve a suspended sentence
however in most cases, not even a single
arrest is made. The least the justice system
can do is to make their laws firm and set
standards to other men who might think of
victimizing women. In addition to that, the
law enforcement system must intensify its
involvement in dealing with Gender Based
Violence.
In a patriarchal
household a
man is likely to
abuse a woman
and children,
due to the fact
that patriarchy
gives men a
dominant position in society
and affords men
more privileges
than women.
Men feel entitled to do any-

Much has been
said, however
little has been
done to stop
GBV and gender inequality. A
number of discourses and social movements
have emerged
as a result of this
plight, such as
#AmINext, #JusticeforUyinene
and many more campaigns that sparked
panel discussions across the entire continent. Our political cadres continuously pay
lip service to the issue by “strongly condemning GBV”, however no visible action
is being taken. The extent to which they go
to resolve GBV cases is not conducive to
the victims of GBV and does not send out
an effective message to society.

thing they can and want to women, knowing that there will be no recourse for their
actions. This article purports the importance
for social change and advocates for the
society to do away with patriarchal norms
and institutions. Eradication of Patriarchy
will subsequently lead to a society characterized with gender equality. Moreover, it
will stop the subordination and subjugation
of women.

Many South African women have alluded to the fact that their voices are overshadowed by the Justice system. Whilst

Eradicate the notion that men are supposed to protect women but rather play a
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part in eradicating GBV by unlearning the
norms associated with patriarchy. Establish
more institutions that advocate for a GBV
free society. Introduce GBV as part of the
educational syllabus at schools, beyond
the Life Orientation programme, in order to
deter GBV from a tender age. “I’m not saying matriarchy should rule but I want equality” Palesa Botha (UCT Student). Moreover,
until there is gender equality in South Africa
we might as well acknowledge gender
based violence as another pandemic in
the country. This plight remains an excruciating predicament not only to South Africa
and Africa but to the whole world.
In a nutshell, having discussed major caus-
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es and suggesting plausible solutions, we
cannot dismantle the fact that unless we
have a society characterised by gender
equality despite the presence of campaigns, gender based violence remains
an excruciating predicament. Organisations that fight to deter gender based
violence such as NGOs like Sonke Gender
Justice, Anti Violent Buddies and others,
need support and recognition in our communities. Women are the most important
people in our society therefore patriarchy
must fall and gender equality must prevail. Last but not least, GBV is not only an
African challenge but the whole world is
facing this conundrum.

SLAVERY IN THE SAHEL
Mmamalema Molepo

Slavery across Africa, has always donned
two faces, one of imperialism and theft
and the other of the hierarchical caste
system of time immemorial, which was
exploited and strengthened by imperialists,
both from the Arab world and the West.
The Sahel region which stretches across
North Africa between the Atlantic Ocean
and the Red Sea is known well for its modern-day slavery and seldom contested
caste system. The deafening silence from
governments across the world, international organisations and even our very own
African Union regarding these matters,
leaves much to be desired. African unity
and peace across the continent cannot
be realised whilst some are still in shackles
and forced labour, stuck in outdated practices that are continuously justified through
the excuse of tradition. The conditions of
the continent can no longer remain foreign
to us whilst our own are sold for forced labour and continuously reminded that they
are and will remain at the bottom rung of
society and humanity for years to come.

region suffers from ethno-religious tensions, political instability, poverty, natural
disasters, caste systems and slavery. The
continuous wars that are waged as a result of ethno-religious tensions in the region
have caused political instability and the
displacement of hundreds of thousands of
people. Poverty rages across the entire Sahel district and caste systems have created
a master-slave dichotomy, with some people inheriting slave status from their parents.
Popular narrative is always focused on the
Trans-Atlantic slave routes, preferring to
rather ignore the continued slavery that
exists on the African continent to this day.
Despite slavery being outlawed across
the world, many countries in the Sahel still
experience slavery to this day and freedom
to many Africans is but a word. Granted
we all have much to worry about in our
respective home countries, where troubles
seem to be never ending and the continent in continuous turmoil, however our
voices should not be shackled like those
who cannot defend themselves today.
This article will focus solely on the problems
faced by Malian and Nigerien slaves who
are held captive by a caste system that
does not seem to have an ending in sight.

The Sahel is a largely semi-arid region on
the southern fringe of the Sahara desert
that cuts across several African countries,
namely Senegal, Mauritania, Mali, Burkina Faso, Niger, Nigeria, Chad, Sudan and
Eritrea. Topographically, it is a flat, barren
and sandy region that is strewn with rocks
and easily marks the physical and cultural
transition between fertile, tropical Sub-Saharan Africa and the Sahara desert that
is characteristic of Northern Africa. The

In Mali, groups such as the Soninké, Malinké, and Fulani have employed the caste
system amongst them for centuries on end.
Those born into the lowest castes have no
chance of upward mobility, cannot marry outside of their caste, belong to those
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in higher castes and can be sold to the
highest bidder. The Malian Rally for Fraternity and Progress (RMFP), better known as
‘Gambana’, is an organisation that seeks
to eradicate slavery within the Soninké and
they estimate that within this group alone
there are over 200 000 slaves.

enslave people whom they capture during
war whilst some inherit slaves and some
slaves are given as gifts. To this day, they
own slaves in Mali and Niger, despite legislation that prohibits the ownership and
sale of human beings and in Niger, they are
known to snatch little girls from their parents
to work as slaves. Slaves in both Niger and
Mali are often victims of rape and other
forms of sexual abuse and are often told
that their paradise is bound to their master,
should they wish to see heaven, they must
remain subservient to their masters. Slaves
of the Tuareg are forced to work on farms,
mine salt, herd their livestock and perform
household duties, being forced to sleep
outside their masters tents when they are
on the move through the Sahara.

Slaves amongst the Soninké live in segregated slave quarters, have no access
to identity documents and are forced to
toil for free in their masters fields, they are
seldom allowed to own any means of production of their own and have to depend
on their masters for food. The Gambana
also state that slave owners hide behind
the notion of it being ‘tradition’ and once
challenged, their response is to marginalize them even more. Many have lost their
homes and belongings, been subjected
to public floggings with their limbs bound
together and have even faced expulsion
from their communities for fighting back or
speaking out against slavery.

Although it is legally outlawed, the practice of owning and selling slaves across the
Sahel is still quite prominent today. Lack
of legislative enforcement, rife poverty
and lack of opportunity across the area
deter many from even trying to free themselves and it is common that many who
are freed, will go back to their masters. In
some countries such as Mauritania, the
government works with other groups to
try and enforce the anti-slavery laws and
ensure people’s freedom, whilst in Mali and
other countries, governments are known
to ignore the problem or side with the
slave owners. There are groups in different
countries trying to bring about its abolition.
Groups such as the Gambana, Association
de Juristes Maliennes (AJM), Association
Regard aux Couches Vulnerables (ARCV),
Coalition Malienne des Défenseurs des
Droits Humains (COMADDH) and Temedt
are continuously working towards freeing
people, helping them rebuild their lives and
become self-sufficient and uproot slavery in
Mali.

Another group that is well known for owning slaves across the Sahel and not just in
Mali, is the Tuareg. This group has been
in control of the slave trade in the Sahel,
since the 7th century with the Arab invasion of North and East Africa, capturing
and selling people off to the East and the
West. Given their nomadic status, they are
hard to govern over and are even known
to always be muddled up in insurgent wars
along with other Islamic groups across the
entire Sahel region, most recently in Mali
and Niger. Much like the Soninké, Fulani
and Malinké, the Tuareg have a caste
system in which people in the lowest caste
are set to be slaves and so do the children
born to them.
However the Tuareg are also known to
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Slavery exists in different forms and manners
in the Sahel and the fight to end it is only
as big as the voices that speak about it.
It’s a lucrative business that also empowers
the human trafficking pandemic that is rife
across the continent. Whilst our continent is
being looted of precious minerals, its most
precious resource, being its own children,
are suffering immensely at the hands of
their own. Insurgency adds much to this
great ordeal and one way or the other, we
have to join hands in fighting it and ensuring that it does not continue to spread. It
may be in the Sahel today but could easily
spread into sub-Saharan Africa in no time
and maybe only then will the world and
the rest of the continent open their eyes to
it. If we are to realize true peace and unity,
from Cape to Cairo anytime in the near
future, then we must be willing to have uncomfortable conversations and decide on

actionable measures to ending the terror
that plagues our beautiful continent. Slavery, imperialism and terrorism have never
left the continent, since the 7th century we
have been reeling and its about time we
set measures as to how we are going to
free ourselves of these insidious crises.
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WE ARE HUMAN
AND WE MATTER TOO:
THE STORY OF AN IMMIGRANT IN
SOUTH AFRICA
Nkosiyabo Gasela

the best lives possible, far from fear, danger
and most of all prejudice. The story of humans moving from one place to another
in search of greener pastures is as old as
time itself. I found myself looking at these
questions in relation to black foreigners in
the land of dreams, South Africa: Do black
lives matter in South Africa; or rather do
foreign black lives matter?

Over the past few months there has been
a noticeable focus on the rise of movements such as Black Lives Matter. The impact of this movement has been felt more
in America, more so after the horrific death
of George Floyd. His death was not necessary but was inspired by hate; which got
me thinking about this hatred of the black
skin. Do black lives really matter?
I would like to believe that black lives matter, regardless of where one is from or may
be. As black people we seek to be recognised as humans by all but I believe we
have to start treating each other as such,
in order to enforce others to recognise us
as such. Charity begins at home, the wise
say, and in this instance home is black on
black recognition, love and value of black
human life.

You see, I had a very distasteful experience
back in 2018 when I took my then 4 year
old nephew to a hospital in South Africa.
He was collapsing every 5 minutes and we
didn’t know what to do. Frantic with worry
his mum and I rushed him to the hospital,
upon arrival; they took the child in and told
us to go open a file at the administration
desk. The mother’s dark complexion was
enough for the administrator to demand a
passport and permit for both her and her
child. When it was noted that she did not
have one on her person, we were advised
to kindly take him to a hospital in Zimbabwe as they don’t have time to deal with
amakwerekwere ( a derogative term for
foreigners). With a sneer and attitude, we
were told that their resources are for their
people only and whatever happens to the
child is not their problem. The doctors then

I write this short piece to show the life of a
black immigrant in South Africa in the African context of black lives matter. Many
black Africans came to South Africa looking for better lives and opportunities and to
live under better laws as promised by the
South African constitution. They seek this
better life because it is lacking where they
come from. We all seek to give our families
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notified us that without a file they cannot
touch him and they proceeded with other
patients, we pleaded and begged to no
avail and ended up taking the child home.
This is story is one amongst thousands of
similar stories of black foreigners in the Republic of South Africa.

An injustice is an injustice and must be
treated as such and not swept under the
carpet because its termed afro phobia.
Afro phobia is black on black hatred and
is exclusive to black people where as xenophobia is inclusive of all races. Black
foreigners are treated worse than second class citizens in South Africa as seen
through the unforgettable burning of Ernesto Nhamuave in the 2008 xenophobic
attacks. Subsequent xenophobic attacks
named afro phobia throughout the years
have not proven to be any less violent.
Some blame it on the colonial era, which
saw black people being dehumanised and
thus set a precedence that all awful atrocities can be done on the black body without fear of punishment. Colonial conditioning may still affect us to this day, which is
why we have no problem doing the same
to our own. If we do not look out for each
other or look at each other as humans and
respect the black human life how do we
expect others to?

Granted the mother needed papers to
be in South Africa but what do we say of
the child? The child’s health should have
been given first priority; should he die simply because his folks are undocumented?
Are doctors and nurses not supposed to
solely focus on healing as per their oath
and leave immigration issues to immigration officials? According to South African
law, undocumented children are entitled
to have access to health care and education without discrimination. In order to
fight the injustice faced by my nephew, we
would have to go to court, which in itself is
a costly process that we could not afford.
This left me with a bad taste in my mouth
as I realised that my nephew could die and
they wouldn’t be bothered simply because
he was foreign, black, and undocumented. It is important to emphasize on his
blackness because when a white child was
brought in, he was quickly attended to and
the mother was told that she could attend
to administration issues after he had been
treated. We had to do it before treatment
whilst she was privileged enough to it after
her child had been attended to. The people doing all this, the doctor and nurses as
well as the administration officers were all
black people. I would have thought that
human life would have been prioritised
in our case as it had been with the white
child and his mother, however there was
clearly a difference between us and the
manner in which we were treated.
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all those who have passed on because of
this hate against black people whilst asking
for dignity and recognition as humans from
everyone else. It is time we as black people also start looking at and treating each
other as humans and with dignity and uphold human life in the context of the black
person.

The recourse which many may suggest,
is to approach the courts, but sadly,
access to the courts is restricted due to
lack of funds and as a result many stories
like mine just get swept away with time.
Black foreign nationals are human too,
we have families, we bleed when we’re
stoned and hurt when we are attacked.
We ask to be looked as humans too and
afforded the protection and dignity afforded to humans. Such hate should be
stopped from senior level and the rest
shall yield. South Africa is a signatory to
international treaties that ask it to observe
human rights as well as immigrant’s rights.
We ask that it observes them more in
practice not just in writing.
In conclusion, we take a knee for black
lives matter and a moment of silence for
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WHO WE ARE
Africans for Peace is a collective of independent students, scholars and activists who
bring an African lens to the global debate on peace and stability on our continent and
around the world.
We publish articles and reports, give media interviews, and participate in speaking tours,
workshops and one-on-one engagement. Our mission is to be a force for independent
civic dialogue and conflict resolution, our goal is to help heal the world from the ravages
of conflict .

OTHER
CURRECT PROJECTS
We are currently doing analysis work on the electoral situation in Congo as well as the
student protests currently evolving in South Africa. Please keep checking in with us as they
will launch soon.
Also feel connect with some of the issues raised by this project by checking out media
coverage of our fellows in South Africa, the USA and around the world.
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CONTACT
INFORMATION
Africans for Peace is a collective of independent students, scholars and activists who
bring an African lens to the global debate on peace and stability on our continent and
around the world.
If you have any questions, concerns or would like to get involved, please email us at
info@africansforpeace.org
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